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Introduction

With a mission to promote justice and inspire hope through education, service and the
development of leadership for a more humane world, The Echo Foundation creates
cutting-edge educational programs that develop in young people the moral and
intellectual tools necessary to effect positive change in their local and global
communities.

Today, as we consider the 20" Anniversary of the Genocide at Srebrenica, and the
subsequent Dayton Peace Accords, we focus our 2016-2017 academic programs on
Bosnia and Herzegovina. The juxtaposition of the rich culture, beautiful landscape, and
welcoming people, to strong nationalism and the needless loss of thousands of lives, adds
urgency to the study of this historic land and its challenges and possibilities today.

We offer the enclosed articles, maps, interviews and more as learning materials about the
region, the former Yugoslavia and its break-up, the Bosnian War and Genocide at
Srebrenica, international intervention, etc. Perhaps if we understand the forces that
converged to bring about violence in Bosnia, we may discover universal truths that can
be implemented to bring about peace in other conflict regions and topics in the world.

When we consider the Holocaust, Rwanda, and Bosnia, we ask ourselves: What is it
about ‘The Other’ that instills fear and even hatred in us? Why do we knowingly
perpetuate intolerance; and what is the price of doing so? Do faith, memory, and
experience cultivate in us understanding or hatred, commitment or indifference, or
perhaps even, compassion and hope? How do we shape attitudes that lead to a civil
society, where the sanctity of every individual is a given?

With the dedicated leadership of Echo Student Interns, the engagement of many
additional students, the sage input by academic advisors, and the vital administrative
expertise by many devoted professionals, The Echo Foundation is pleased to offer its
2016-17 curriculum, Ideology, Conflict & Hope: The Bosnia Project. This collective
effort does not presume to be the definitive word on Bosnia, not at all; but rather it is a
gesture of friendship, a seeking to understand, a recognition of the enormous complexity
of the region, and an effort to honor those who lost their lives there.

We share this curriculum with educators and students everywhere in the hope that you
will find excitement and fulfillment in the exploration of history, new concepts,
remarkable culture and beautiful landscapes. We appreciate you who wish to learn, to
infuse teaching with compassion, and strive to cultivate understanding. We thank all
teachers for your unwavering devotion to the next generation. To the students: We love
you; we believe in you — soon the future will be yours!

Stephanie G. Ansaldo, President
The Echo Foundation
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Foreword

With guidance from our academic advisors, we have helped to compile the 2016 Echo
curriculum, Ideology, Conflict & Hope: The Bosnia Project, which explores the events
and culture that surrounded the breakup of the former Yugoslavia and the Bosnian
conflict. By studying the articles and stories of those who lived the conflict itself, we
have done our best to understand the hardships they were forced to deal with as well as
the ethnic beliefs and traditions that helped define them. With this curriculum, we
challenge you to take a step back from the politics of today and to discover what
happened through the many different viewpoints.

The six chapters introduce the Bosnian conflict as well as the culture and history of the
region. The first chapter provides an overview of Bosnia-Herzegovina. The second
chapter is devoted to the history of the region — the foundation of modern Bosnia-
Herzegovina. The third chapter is about the three main ethnic groups involved in the
conflict and how their differences shaped the tragedy that followed. The fourth chapter
explains the events of the Bosnian conflict and how the international community reacted.
The fifth chapter describes Bosnian culture — its people, traditions, art, architecture and
education. And finally chapter six focuses on the aftermath of the Bosnian War and what
lessons we can take away from it. At the end of each of the first six chapters there are
study questions to reinforce the themes covered throughout the chapter.

We encourage you to check out the online materials in the Appendix located in Chapter 7
(videos, photo slideshows, interactive maps, etc.), which bring to life the curriculum.

Sincerely,

The Echo Foundation Student Interns,
Drew Weinstock

Rohan Ramani

Priyanka Tejwani

Special Thanks

It is with gratitude that The Echo Foundation acknowledges the steadfast commitment
and support by the following professionals for their invaluable contributions to

Ideology, Conflict & Hope: The Bosnia Project.

Dr. John Cox, Assc. Professor, Dept. of Global, International & Area Studies,
UNC Charlotte

Heather Fried, Non-profit Management Consultant

Dr. Mirsad Hadzikadic, Executive Director of Data Science Initiative,
Director of Complex Systems Institute, UNC Charlotte
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Chapter I:
Bosnia and Herzegovina: An Overview

Bosnia and Herzegovina

Bosnia and Herzegovina Statistics
Timeline

Study Questions

“I don't think Bosnia is ready for reconciliation, but I do think it is ready for
truth.”

Paddy Ashdown, Former U.N. High Representative, Bosnia-Herzegovina
November 1, 2005
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Bosnia and Herzegovina

Country in the Balkans
Bosnia and Herzegovina, a country on |© =
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Capital: Sarajevo
Dialing code: +387
Currency: Bosnia and Herzegovina convertible mark
Continent: Europe

Population: 3.829 million (2013) World Bank

Former Yugoslavia
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Bosnia and Herzegovina Statistics

Compiled by Echo Student Interns using CIA Factbook

Location

Southeastern Europe, bordering the
Adriatic Sea and Croatia

Climate

Hot summers and cold winters; areas of
high elevation have short, cool summers
and long, severe winters; mild, rainy
winters along coast

Ethnicities

Bosniak 48.4%, Serb 32.7%, Croat 14.6%,
other 4.3%

Languages

Bosnian, Serbian, Croatian

Religions

Muslim 40%, Orthodox 31%, Roman
Catholic 15%, other 14%

Life expectancy

76.55 years

National Holiday

National Day (Statehood Day), 25
November (1943)

Constitution

14 December 1995 (constitution included
as part of the Dayton Peace Accords);
amended several times, last in 2009

Natural Resources

Coal, iron ore, bauxite, copper, lead, zinc,
chromite, cobalt, manganese, nickel, clay,
gypsum, salt, sand, timber, hydropower

Population

3,867,055 (July 2015 est.)

Independence

1 March 1992 (from Yugoslavia)

National symbols

Golden lily; national colors: blue, yellow,
white

Economy

Bosnia has a transitional economy with
limited market reforms. The economy
relies heavily on the export of metals,
energy, textiles and furniture as well as on
remittances and foreign aid.

Labor force - by occupation:

Agriculture: 19%
Industry: 30%
Services: 51% (2013)

Internet Users

Total: 2.6 million
Percent of population: 67.5% (2014 est.)

Urbanization

Urban population: 39.8% of total
population (2015)
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Bosnia-Herzegovina— Timeline

BBC News
March 18, 2015

A CHRONOLOGY OF KEY EVENTS

1908 - Bosnia-Herzegovina annexed to g
Austria-Hungary. ;

1914 - A Bosnian Serb student, Gavrilo
Princip,  assassinates  the  Austrian
Archduke Franz Ferdinand in Sarajevo.
This precipitates World War 1.

1918 - Austria-Hungary collapses at the
end of the war. Bosnia-Herzegovina
becomes part of the Kingdom of Serbs,
Croats and Slovenes.

1941 - Bosnia-Herzegovina annexed by Bosnia was part of Yugoslavia, which was headed
pro-Hitler Croatian puppet state. by Marshal Tito (Source: Getty Images).
Thousands of Serbs, Jews and Gypsies are

sent to the death camps.

1945 - Bosnia-Herzegovina liberated following campaign by partisans under Tito.
1945-1991- Bosnia is part of Socialist Federal Republic of Yugoslavia.

1991 - Following collapse of communism, nationalists win
first multi-party elections and form coalition government
despite having conflicting goals: Muslim nationalists want
centralised independent Bosnia, Serb nationalists want to
stay in Belgrade-dominated rump Yugoslavia, Croats want
to join independent Croatian state.

WAR ON MANY FRONTS

1992 - Croat and Muslim nationalists form tactical alliance
and outvote Serbs at independence referendum. Serb
nationalists are incensed as constitution stipulates that all
major decisions must be reached through consensus.

Sarajevo hosted the 1984

Winter Olympics. War breaks out and Serbs quickly assume control of over

half the republic. Ethnic cleansing is rampant in the newly
proclaimed Serb Republic but also widespread in Muslim and Croat-controlled areas.
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The Bosnian Serbs, under Radovan Karadzic, lay siege to Sarajevo. The city is controlled
by Muslims but they are unable to break out through lines set up to defend surrounding
Serb villages. There is bitter fighting as well as many atrocities.

1993 - As tensions rise, conflict breaks out between Muslims and Croats, culmlnatlng in
the destruction of much of Mostar [by

Croatian forces], including its Old Bridge.

The bridge had graced the city since it

was built by the Ottomans in the 16th

century and was a symbol of Bosnia's

cultural diversity.

The conflict is extremely complex.
Muslims and Serbs form an alliance
against Croats in Herzegovina, rival
Muslim forces fight each other in north-
west Bosnia, Croats and Serbs fight
against Muslims in central Bosnia.

UN safe havens for Bosnian Muslim
civilians are created, to include Sarajevo,
Gorazde and Srebrenica.

Sarajevo under siege in 1992 (Source: The Atlantic).

1995 - Safe haven of Srebrenica is overrun by Bosnian Serb forces under General Ratko
Mladic. Thousands of Bosnian Muslim men and boys are separated from their families
and massacred, despite the presence of Dutch UN troops. Nato air strikes against Serb
positions help Muslim and Croat forces make big territorial gains, expelling thousands of
Serb civilians on the way.

Dayton peace accord signed in Paris. It creates two entities of roughly equal size, one for
Bosnian Muslims and Croats, the other for Serbs. An international peacekeeping force is
deployed.

AFTER DAYTON

1996 - The International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia begins work in the
Hague. Drazen Erdemovic, a Croat who fought for the Serbs and took part in the
Srebrenica massacres, is the first person to be convicted. He is sentenced to five years in

prison.

1997 - International conference in Bonn extends powers of High Representative.
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BRIDGE OF HOPE

1998 - Elections see nationalist
politicians do well. The first Bosnian
Muslims and Croats are convicted of war
crimes in the Hague.

2000 - Moderate parties do well in
elections in the Muslim-Croat entity but
nationalists gain the upper hand in the
Serb entity. Results force main Serb
nationalist party to form a coalition
headed by moderate Prime Minister

Mostar's 16th century bridge was damaged in the Mladen Ivanic.
1990's war but reopened in 2004.

2001 March - The Croat representative
in the collective presidency, Ante Jelavic, is dismissed as his party threatens to declare
independent Croat republic.

2001 May - Bosnian Serbs in Banja Luka and Trebinje use force to break up ceremonies
marking the reconstruction of mosques destroyed during the Bosnian war. Several
Muslim refugees are injured, cars are set on fire and international delegates are forced to
shelter in local buildings.

KRSTIC SENTENCED

2001 August - Hague war crimes tribunal finds Bosnian Serb Gen Radislav Krstic guilty
of genocide for his role in the massacre of thousands of men and boys in Srebrenica.
Krstic sentenced to 46 years.

Three senior [Bosniak] generals indicted to face war crimes charges.

2001 December - Amid growing international pressure, the main Bosnian Serb nationalist
party, the SDS, votes to expel all war crimes suspects, including wartime leader Radovan
Karadzic.

2002 May - UK politician Paddy Ashdown becomes UN High Representative.

2002 October - Nationalists win back power in federation presidential, parliamentary and
local elections.

Former Bosnian Serb President Biljana Plavsic changes her plea at the UN tribunal in
The Hague to one of guilty of crimes against humanity. The remaining seven charges are
dropped. She is subsequently sentenced to 11 years in prison.
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2003 January - Three months after elections, parliament approves new government led by
Adnan Terzic.

EU officially embarks on its first foreign security operation by taking over policing duties
from UN.

2003 March - A mass grave is discovered near Zvornik in eastern Bosnia, close to the
Serbian border. More than 600 bodies thought to be those of victims of the 1995
Srebrenica massacre are eventually excavated from the grave.

2003 April - Mirko Sarovic, Serb member
of presidency, resigns following report by
Western intelligence services on affair
involving illegal military exports to Iraq |
and allegations of spying on international
officials.

High Representative Paddy Ashdown

abolishes Supreme Defence Council of

Bosnian Serb republic. He also alters

constitutions of Bosnian Muslim/Croat 1\ 40 n with Radovan Karadzic in 1992
federation and Bosnian Serb republic (Source: BBC UK).

removing all reference to statechood from

both.

Borislav Paravac of Serb Democratic Party replaces Sarovic as Serb member of
presidency.

2004 July - Celebrations mark the reopening of the rebuilt 16th century bridge at Mostar.
EU PEACEKEEPERS TAKE OVER

2004 December - Nato hands over peacekeeping duties to a European Union-led force,
Eufor.

2005 March - High Representative Paddy Ashdown sacks Croat member of presidency
Dragan Covic, who faces corruption charges.

2005 May - Ivo Miro Jovic appointed Croat member of presidency.

2005 June - Bosnian unit with members from all three main ethnic groups heads for Iraq
to support forces of US-led coalition.

2005 October - Entity and central parliaments back establishment of unified police force.
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2005 November - EU foreign ministers give go-ahead for Stabilisation and Association
Agreement talks.

2006 January - Christian Schwarz-Schilling takes over from Paddy Ashdown as UN High
Representative.

2006 February - International Court of Justice in The Hague begins hearings in genocide
case brought by Bosnia-Herzegovina against Serbia and Montenegro.

SREBRENICA TRIAL

2006 July - Largest war crimes trial to
date over the 1995 Srebrenica
massacre opens at the UN tribunal in
The Hague.

2006 October - General elections
reflect ethnic divisions, with Serb
entity voting to maintain split from
Muslim-Croat entity. In run-up to
vote, Bosnian Serb leadership
threatens to seek complete secession
in event of moves to end autonomy of
Serb entity.

Former Bosnian-Serb army general Zdravko Tolimir at

International Criminal Tribunal in The Hague
(Source: The Wall Street Journal). o
2006 December - Bosnia joins Nato's

Partnership for Peace pre-membership programme after the organisation overturns a
decision to exclude it because of its failure to catch Radovan Karadzic.

2007 January - Nikola Spiric, a Bosnian Serb, is asked to form a government after party
leaders agree on a coalition.

2007 February - The International Court of Justice rules that the 1995 Srebrenica
massacre constituted genocide, but clears Serbia of direct responsibility.

2007 May - Zdravko Tolimir, one of the top fugitives sought by the UN war crimes
tribunal in The Hague for his alleged role in the Srebrenica massacre, is arrested.

2007 July - Miroslav Lajcak, a Slovak diplomat, takes over as High Representative.

2007 November - Nikola Spiric resigns as prime minister in protest at EU-backed
reforms the High Representative wanted to introduce.

2008 June - Former Bosnian Serb police chief Stojan Zupljanin is arrested near Belgrade
and transferred to The Hague to stand trial for war crimes.
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Bosnia signs Stabilisation and Association Agreement (SAA) with EU.
KARADZIC CAPTURED

2008 July - Celebrations on the streets of Sarajevo at news that former Bosnian Serb
leader Radovan Karadzic, wanted on war crimes charges, has been arrested in Belgrade
after nearly 13 years on the run.

2008 October - Nationalist parties do well among all three ethnic groups in local
elections, leaving Bosnian politics divided firmly along ethnic lines.

2009 March - Austrian diplomat Valentin Inzko takes over as High Representative.

2009 May - US Vice-President Joe Biden visits Bosnia and tells local leaders to work
together ahead of the expected closure of the Office of the High Representative.

2009 July - Report by High Representative Inzko on progress towards full sovereignty
says Bosnian leaders are wundermining state institutions despite international
condemnation.

CONSTITUTIONAL STALEMATE

2009 October - EU- and US-brokered talks aimed at breaking deadlock on constitutional
reform end in failure.

Trial of former Bosnia Serb leader Radovan Karadzic begins at UN tribunal in The
Hague. He faces 11 counts of genocide, war crimes, crimes against humanity and other
atrocities.

2010 February - Bosnian Serb Republic passes law making it easier to hold referendums
on national issues, in a move seen as a challenge to the international High
Representative's authority and potentially paving the way for a referendum on
independence.

2010 March - Bosnian wartime leader Ejup Ganic is arrested in London at the request of
Serbia, which accuses him of war crimes. A court later blocks a bid to extradite him.

2010 October - Serb nationalist party led by Bosnian Serb Republic premier Milorad
Dodik and multi-ethnic party led by Zlatko Lagumdzija emerge as main winners in
general election.

RATKO MLADIC ARREST

2011 May - Serbian authorities arrest former Bosnian Serb military chief Ratko Mladic,
one of the world's most wanted war crimes suspects.
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2011 December - Bosnia's Muslim, Croat and Serb pwrmerew
political leaders reach agreement on formation of new |

central government, bringing to an end 14 months of }

deadlock since 2010 general election.

2012 January - Parliament elects Croat Vjekoslav 1
Bevanda as prime minister under the December
agreement.

2012 May - War crimes trial of Ratko Mladic opens
at The Hague. He faces charges including genocide
and the massacre of more than 8,000 Muslim men and
boys at Srebrenica in 1995.

2012 July - Large crowds attend the mass funeral of
some 500 newly-identified victims of the Srebrenica

massacre. )
Ratko Mladic was on the run for 16
years before his arrest in 2011

2012 December - Bosnian Serb ex-general Zdravko (Source: BBC UK)

Tolimir is sentenced to life in prison by Hague UN
war crimes tribunal for genocide over the Srebrenica massacre. A close aide to then
Bosnian Serb military chief Ratko Mladic, he was arrested in Serbia in 2007 after two
years on the run.

OFFICIAL CORRUPTION

2013 April - The president of the Muslim-Croat entity, Zivko Budimir, is arrested on
corruption charges. Mr Budimir and four other officials are accused of taking bribes to
arrange pardons for convicts. Mr Budimir had refused to step down from office in the
wake of a political crisis that blew up in 2012, splitting the ruling coalition.

2013 May - A UN tribunal finds six former Bosnian Croat leaders guilty of war crimes
and crimes against humanity during the 1990s Balkan wars. The men are convicted of
persecuting and murdering Bosnian Muslims and other non-Croats as part of a plan to
create an ethnic Croat state in Bosnia.

2013 September - About 140 miners barricade themselves inside a pit near the northern
town of Tuzla for two days in a dispute over pay.

2013 October - A huge mass grave - thought to be even larger than the one discovered
near Zvornik in eastern Bosnia in 2003 - is located in the village of Tomasica in north-
western Bosnia.

2014 January - Ratko Mladic refuses to testify at the war crimes trial of Radovan
Karadzic at The Hague, denouncing the UN tribunal as a "satanic court" and saying that
testifying could prejudice his own case.
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2014 February - Hundreds of people are injured in protests in Sarajevo and Tuzla over
high unemployment, which is perceived as a symptom of official corruption and inertia.

2014 May - The worst flooding in modern times leaves quarter of the population without
clean drinking water as half-a-million people are evacuated from their homes.

Defence in trial of former Bosnian Serb army chief Ratko Mladic on genocide and crimes
against humanity charges opens in The Hague. He denies the charges.

2014 October - Party of
Democratic Action emerges as
largest party in general election.
Proposes Denis Zvizdic as
prime minister. He takes office
in February.

2015 March - European Union
foreign ministers and Bosnia
sign Stabilisation and

Association Agreement that has
Denis Zvizdic is the current Prime Minister of Bonsia and been on hold since 2008,

Herzegovina (Source: Sarajevo Times). raising possibility of Bosnia's

joining Union if it carries out
key political and economic
reforms.
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Chapter I: Bosnia and Herzegovina:
An Overview
Study Questions

Created by Student Interns, The Echo Foundation

1. Describe the terrain of Bosnia and Herzegovina.

2. What countries and body of water border Bosnia and Herzegovina?

3. How do you think Bosnia’s geography might have influenced its politics and war?

3. What are the three main ethnic and religious groups? Which group is largest in
numbers?

4. How did Bosnia and Herzegovina participate in World War II?
5. What ethnic group gained power in 1992? What did they do with their power?

6. Who is Paddy Ashdown? What did he do in 2003 for ethnic relations in Bosnia and
Herzegovina?

7. Why did NATO initially exclude Bosnia and Herzegovina from the Partnership for
Peace pre-membership programme?

&. Name some of the individuals involved in the Bosnian war who were later arrested and
brought to trial.

9. Who is Denis Zvizdic? When did he become relevant?
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Chapter II:
History

Byzantine Empire

Islam and the Ottoman Empire

History of the Austrian Empire
Partisans: War in the Balkans 1941-1945
Axis Invasion of Yugoslavia

World War II

Yugoslavia: 1918-2003

Study Questions

A.
B.
C.
D.
E.
F.
G.
H.

I never wanted an independent Bosnia. I wanted Yugoslavia. That is my
country.

Emir Kusturica, Serbian Filmmaker
October 25, 1992
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Byzantine Empire

From The History Channel
2010

INTRODUCTION

The origins of the great civilization known as the Byzantine Empire can be traced to 330
A.D., when the Roman emperor Constantine I dedicated a “new Rome” on the site of the
ancient Greek colony of Byzantium. Though the western half of the Roman Empire
crumbled and fell in 476, the eastern half survived for 1,000 more years, spawning a rich
tradition of art, literature and learning and serving as a military buffer between the states
of Europe and the threat of invasion from Asia. The Byzantine Empire finally fell in
1453, after an Ottoman army stormed Constantinople during the reign of Constantine XI.

A NEW ROME

The term “Byzantine” derives from Byzantium, an ancient Greek colony founded by a
man named Byzas. Located on the European side of the Bosporus (the strait linking the
Black Sea to the Mediterranean), the site of Byzantium was ideally located to serve as a
transit and trade point between Europe and Asia Minor. In 330 A.D., Roman Emperor
Constantine I chose Byzantium as the site of a new Roman capital, Constantinople. Five
years earlier, at the Council of Nicaea, Constantine had established Christianity (once an
obscure Jewish sect) as Rome’s official religion. The citizens of Constantinople and the
rest of the Eastern Roman Empire identified strongly as Romans and Christians, though
many of them spoke Greek and not Latin.

DID YOU KNOW?

One of the most extraordinary aspects of the Byzantine Empire was its longevity: It was
the only organized state west of China to survive without interruption from ancient times
until the beginning of the modern age.

Though Constantine ruled over a unified Roman Empire, this unity proved illusory after
his death in 337. In 364, Emperor Valentinian I again divided the empire into western and
eastern sections, putting himself in power in the west and his brother Valens in the east.
The fate of the two regions diverged greatly over the next several centuries. In the west,
constant attacks from German invaders such as the Visigoths broke the struggling empire
down piece by piece until Italy was the only territory left under Roman control. In 476,
the barbarian Odoacer overthrew the last Roman emperor, Romulus Augustus, and Rome
had fallen.
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SURVIVAL OF THE BYZANTINE EMPIRE

The eastern half of the Roman Empire proved less vulnerable to external attack, thanks in
part to its geographic location. With Constantinople located on a strait, it was extremely
difficult to breach the capital’s defenses; in addition, the eastern empire had a much
shorter common frontier with Europe. It also benefited greatly from a stronger
administrative center and internal political stability, as well as great wealth compared
with other states of the early medieval period. The eastern emperors were able to exert
more control over the empire’s economic resources and more effectively muster
sufficient manpower to combat invasion. As a result of these advantages, the Eastern
Roman Empire—variously known as the Byzantine Empire or Byzantium—was able to
survive for centuries after the fall of Rome.

Though Byzantium was ruled by Roman law and Roman political institutions, and its
official language was Latin, Greek was also widely spoken, and students received
education in Greek history, literature and culture. In terms of religion, the Council of
Chalcedon in 451 officially established the division of the Christian world into five
patriarchates, each ruled by a patriarch: Rome (where the patriarch would later call
himself pope), Constantinople, Alexandria, Antioch and Jerusalem. The Byzantine
emperor was the patriarch of Constantinople, and the head of both church and state.
(After the Islamic empire absorbed Alexandria, Antioch and Jerusalem in the seventh
century, the Byzantine emperor would become the spiritual leader of most eastern
Christians.)

THE BYZANTINE EMPIRE UNDER JUSTINIAN

Justinian I, who took power in 527 and would rule until his
death in 565, was the first great ruler of the Byzantine
Empire. During the years of his reign, the empire included
most of the land surrounding the Mediterranean Sea, as
Justinian’s armies conquered part of the former Western
Roman Empire, including North Africa. Many great
monuments of the empire would be built under Justinian,
including the domed Church of Holy Wisdom, or Hagia
Sophia (532-37 A.D.). Justinian also reformed and codified
Roman law, establishing a Byzantine legal code that would
endure for centuries and help shape the modern concept of
Justinian I, 6™ century the state.
A.D. (Source: Wikipedia).
At the time of Justinian’s death, the Byzantine Empire
reigned supreme as the largest and most powerful state in Europe. Debts incurred through

The Echo Foundation 21  Ideology, Conflict < Hope: The Bosnia Project




war had left the empire in dire financial straits, however, and his successors were forced
to heavily tax Byzantine citizens in order to keep the empire afloat. In addition, the
imperial army was stretched too thin, and would struggle in vain to maintain the territory
conquered during Justinian’s rule. During the seventh and eighth centuries, attacks by
Persians and Slavs, combined with internal political instability and economic regression,
threatened the empire. A new, even more serious threat arose in the form of Islam,
founded by the prophet Muhammad, [whose flight from] Mecca [to Medina] in 622 [is
considered the beginning of organized Islam]. In 634, Muslim armies began their assault
on the Byzantine Empire by storming into Syria. By the end of the century, Byzantium
would lose Syria, the Holy Land, Egypt and North Africa (among other territories) to
Islamic forces.

FROM ICONOCLASM TO MONASTICISM

During the eighth and early ninth centuries, Byzantine emperors (beginning with Leo III
in 730) spearheaded a movement that denied the holiness of icons, or religious images,
and prohibited their worship or veneration. Known as Iconoclasm-literally “the smashing
of images”-the movement waxed and waned under various rulers, but did not end
definitively until 843, when a Church council under Emperor Michael III ruled in favor
of the display of religious images.

During the late 10th and early 11th centuries, under the rule of the Macedonian dynasty
founded by Michael III’s successor, Basil, the Byzantine Empire enjoyed a golden age.
Though it stretched over less territory, Byzantium had more control over trade, more
wealth and more international prestige than under Justinian. The strong imperial
government patronized the arts, restored churches, palaces and other cultural institutions
and promoted the study of ancient Greek history and literature. Greek became the official
language of the state, and a flourishing culture of monasticism centered on Mount Athos
in northeastern Greece. Monks administered many institutions (orphanages, schools,
hospitals) in everyday life, and Byzantine missionaries won many converts to Christianity
among the Slavic peoples of the central and eastern Balkans (including Bulgaria and
Serbia) and Russia.

BYZANTIUM AND THE CRUSADES

The end of the 11th century saw the
beginning of the Crusades, the series of
holy wars waged by Western Christians
against Muslims in the Near East from 1095
to 1291. With the Seijuk Turks of central
Asia bearing down on Constantinople,

Painting of the Crusades (Source: Crisis Magazine)
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Emperor Alexius I turned to the West for help, resulting in the declaration of “holy war”
by Pope Urban II at Clermont (France) that began the First Crusade. As armies from
France, Germany and Italy poured into Byzantium, Alexius tried to force their leaders to
swear an oath of loyalty to him in order to guarantee that land regained from the Turks
would be restored to his empire. After Western and Byzantine forces recaptured Nicaea
in Asia Minor from the Turks, Alexius and his army retreated, drawing accusations of
betrayal from the Crusaders.

During the subsequent Crusades, animosity continued to build between Byzantium and
the West, culminating in the conquest and looting of Constantinople during the Fourth
Crusade in 1204. The Latin regime established in Constantinople existed on shaky
ground due to the open hostility of the city’s population and its lack of money. Many
refugees from Constantinople fled to Nicaea, site of a Byzantine government-in-exile that
would retake the capital and overthrow Latin rule in 1261.

THE FALL OF THE BYZANTINE EMPIRE & ITS LEGACY

During the rule of the Palaiologan emperors, beginning with Michael VIII in 1261, the
economy of the once-mighty Byzantine state was crippled, and never regained its former
stature. In 1369, Emperor John V unsuccessfully sought financial help from the West to
confront the growing Turkish threat, but was arrested as an insolvent debtor in Venice.
Four years later, he was forced-like the Serbian princes and the ruler of Bulgaria—to
become a vassal of the mighty Turks. As a vassal state, Byzantium paid tribute to the
sultan and provided him with military support. Under John’s successors, the empire
gained sporadic relief from Ottoman oppression, but the rise of Murad II as sultan in
1421 marked the end of the final respite. Murad revoked all privileges given to the
Byzantines and laid siege to Constantinople; his successor, Mehmed II, completed this
process when he launched the final attack on the city. On May 29, 1453, after an Ottoman
army stormed Constantinople, Mehmed triumphantly entered the Hagia Sophia, which
would become the city’s leading mosque. Emperor Constantine XI died in battle that day,
and the decline and fall of the Byzantine Empire was complete.

In the centuries leading up to the final Ottoman conquest in 1453, the culture of the
Byzantine Empire—including literature, art and theology—flourished once again, even as
the empire itself faltered. Byzantine culture would exert a great influence on the Western
intellectual tradition, as scholars of the Italian Renaissance sought help from Byzantine
scholars in translating Greek pagan and Christian writings. (This process would continue
after 1453, when many of these scholars fled to Italy from Constantinople.) Long after its
“end,” Byzantine culture and civilization continued to exercise an influence on countries
that practiced its Orthodox religion, including Russia, Romania, Bulgaria, Serbia and
Greece, among others.
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Islam and the Ottoman Empire

By Firas, Lost Islamic History
November 20, 2012

If you read many Western histories of the Ottoman Empire, you may not even learn that
the Ottomans were a Muslim empire. They are often seen as a typical European multi-
cultural empire whose only purpose in existence was to promote its own interests. The
truth is far from this, however. Throughout its history from the 1300s to the early 1900s,
the Ottoman Empire was a strongly Muslim state at its core. Islamic law and ideas
formed the basis of society, law, and government. Ottoman sultans saw themselves as the
protectors of the Muslim world. With this emphasis on Islam, however, protection for

other religions in the empire was ensured in ways that would take Christian Europe
centuries to match.

THE GHAZIS

At the very beginning, the Ottoman state was nothing more than a small tribal alliance led
by a Turkish bey, by the name of Osman. His beylik (small state) in western Anatolia
bordered the hostile Byzantine Empire. Osman was known as a ghazi, or a soldier of the
faith. In the Turkish culture of the time, huge emphasis was placed on being a Muslim
soldier defending Muslim lands against Byzantine attacks. The Byzantines had been in a

state of war with Muslim empires on and off since the Righteous Caliphate of Abu Bakr,
Umar, Uthman, and Ali.

Under Osman, the Turks of Anatolia found a common
identity in sticking to Islam in all walks of life, and
using their expertise as soldiers in defense of Muslim
lands. This emphasis on Muslim identity is seen in
Osman’s advice to his son:

Son! Be careful about the religious issues before all
other duties. The religious precepts build a strong state.
Do not give religious duties to careless, faithless and
sinful men or to dissipated, indifferent or
inexperienced people. And also do not leave the state
administrations to such people. Because the one

without fear of God the Creator, has no fear of the
The first Ottoman sultan, Osman,

set a precedent of Tslam being an f:rea'ted...Dep'end on God’s help in the esteem (')f
integral part of the Ottoman state justice and fairness, to remove the cruelty, attempts in

(Source: Arcade World History). every duty. Protect your public from enemy’s invasion
and from cruelty.

T

il ::F«!.'E{y,a,-
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Clearly, the patron of the Ottoman Empire (Ottoman is a Latin corruption of Osmanli, the
Turkish name for their empire) placed great emphasis on Islam as a pillar of his state. All
subsequent sultans of the Ottoman Empire were coronated with Osman’s sword by a
religious scholar. This symbolized the status of the sultans as the defenders of Islam.

LEADERS OF THE MUSLIM WORLD

From their humble beginnings as a small Turkish
state in the 1300s, the Ottomans would grow to
become the premier Muslim empire throughout the |
15th to 19th centuries. In 1517, the Ottoman
Empire extended its domain to include the Arabic-
speaking regions of North Africa, Egypt, Syria,
Iraq, and the Arabian Peninsula. With this, they
now controlled the 3 holy sites — Makkah,
Madinah, and Jerusalem — and thus bore the

o 1 .. Makkah in 1910, during the Ottoman
responsibility of the protectors of the holy cities. reign in the city. The square arcade around

the Ka’bah still stands today as the inner-
In the holy cities, the Ottomans placed much  mostpart of the mosque.
emphasis on the protection and preservation of
Islam’s most important places. The oldest parts of the current Masjid al-Haraam in
Makkah, the inner arcade of pillars, was built by the Ottomans in the 1500s. In Madinah,
the Ottoman Sultan Suleyman greatly decorated the grave of Prophet Muhammad (Peace
Be Upon Him), while also protecting the grave from damage with a brass and gold
covering that still stands today. In Jerusalem, Sultan Suleyman ordered the rebuilding of
the city’s walls, which also still stand.

Besides just architectural achievements, the

Ottomans were the ensurers of the yearly

pilgrimage to Makkah. They organized official

processions of pilgrims from Yemen, Central

Africa, and Iraq. The main pilgrimage routes

however were through Damascus and Cairo.

Every year the sultan would appoint a special

delegate who would lead the pilgrimage from

; " i Damascus. He would take with him wvast
y > ! o amounts of gold and silver as a gift to the

Much of the older part of Masjid al-Nabawi in people of Makkah and Madinah to help

Madinah, including the house of Muhammad : : :
(PBUH) was built or renovated by the support them economically. During the reign

Ottomans. of Sultan Abdulhamid II in the late 1800s, a
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railway was built from Istanbul to Madinah, to help transport the hundreds of thousands
of pilgrims going to the holy cities.

In addition to protecting the holy sites, the Ottomans saw it as their duty to protect
Muslims worldwide, whether or not they lived within the borders of the Ottoman Empire.
Ottoman naval fleets intermittently aided Muslim rebels fighting persecution in newly
Catholic Spain in the 1500s. Also, in 1565, the Ottomans sent their fleet to distant
Sumatra (present-day Indonesia) to protect the Sultanate of Aceh from Portuguese
attacks. From these examples and others, it is clear the Ottomans were very willing to use
their military power to protect Muslims everywhere, regardless of whether they were a
prt of the Ottoman Empire or not.

ISLAM AND GOVERNMENT

Unlike the modern secular ideas regarding government
separation from religion, the Ottomans felt that Islam should
play a vital role in the government. After 1517, the Ottoman
sultan was also the caliph or khalifah of the Muslim world. The
caliph ideally plays a role as a spiritual and political leader of all
Muslims worldwide. With the sultan-caliph at the top of the
government, a complex religious bureaucracy developed that ran
the religious affairs of the empire.

According to Islamic law, the most important and basic duty of
a Muslim ruler, particularly a caliph, was to maintain Islamic
law throughout the empire — the shari’ah. Scholars of Islamic §
law, the ‘ulema, were organized in a heirarchical fashion. At the
top were two top Islamic judges that were permanent members

Sultan Suleyman
Kanuni personally
of the sultan’s group of advisors. Under them were the gadis, or  sorted through the

judges, of the major cities of the empire, such as Damascus, Ottoman Empire’s laws
with the mufti of

Cairo and Baghdad. They oversaw all the laws of the Ottoman  [gtanbul to make sure

Empire, and presided over civil and criminal cases in their cities.  they all abided by
Islamic guidelines.

] ] ) ] (Source: Lost Islamic
someone’s death, finding solutions between two feuding parties,  History)

and prosecuting criminals. These gadis also oversaw lesser
qadis that presided in smaller towns throughout the empire.

For example, a gadi’s job included diving up inheritance after

Before laws could be sent down to individual gadis throughout the empire, they had to
pass through another Islamic branch of the government. Separate and independent from
the sultan was the mufti of Istanbul — also known as the shaykh al-Islam. Mufti is an
Arabic word meaning a scholar qualified to interpret religious laws, and shaykh al-Islam
means “the scholar of Islam”. The shaykh al-Islam had the right to review any laws the
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sultan wanted to implement, and reject the ones that went against the shari’ah. In many
cases, the sultans would work closely with him to ensure all of the empire’s laws
conformed with Islam. For example, Sultan Suleyman was nicknamed Kanuni, meaning
“the law giver” because he personally went through all the empire’s laws in the mid-
1500s with the shaykh al-Islam to ensure none contradicted Islamic laws.

THE MILLET SYSTEM

While analyzing the Ottoman Empire’s Islamic character, one must keep in mind that
much of the empire’s population was not Muslim. Large communities of Orthodox
Christians, Jews, and Catholics all lived in the empire. At some times, Muslims even
formed a minority of the empire’s population. At no time in the empire’s history were
non-Muslims forced to abide by any Muslim laws. Instead, a system of religious
pluralism, known as the millet system, was implemented. In the millet system, each
religious group was organized into a millet, or nation.

Each millet was allowed to run by its own rules, elect its own leaders, and enforce their
own laws on their people. For example, after the conquest of Constantinople in 1453,
Sultan Mehmed II had the Orthodox Christian community of the city elect a new
patriarch, who served as their leader. By not enforcing Islamic laws on non-Muslims, the
Ottoman Empire ensured social and religious stability and harmony within its borders for
much of its history. Contrary to this, throughout the rest of Christian Europe, religious
freedom only began to take root in the 1700s and 1800s. Denial of rights and persecution
of non-Christians continued, however, as is seen in the Holocaust of the 1940s and the
ethnic cleansing of Muslim Bosnians in the 1990s.

CONCLUSIONS

While the successor state of the Ottoman Empire, Turkey, officially employs a policy of
state secularism, the history of the Ottoman Empire is intertwined with Islamic history.
For centuries, the Ottomans were the protectors of the Islamic faith. They presided over
the holy sites of Islam, and made it their mission to protect Muslims from outsiders.
Islamic law was the fundamental basis of the empire’s law system itself. Along with this
emphasis on Islam, non-Muslims never had their rights violated, and in fact found
stability and protection in the Ottoman Empire.
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History of the Austrian Empire

By Bamber Gascoigne
From History World

BOSNIA, HERCEGOVINA AND SERBIA: 1875-1878

An insurrection against Turkish rule begins in Hercegovina in 1875, spreads rapidly to
neighbouring Bosnia and by the summer of 1876 becomes part of a wider Serbian war
against Turkey. The European powers, alarmed as ever by unrest in the Balkans, attempt
to mediate but without success. In July 1876 the emperors of the two powers most closely
involved in the region, Austria-Hungary and Russia, meet in Reichstadt and come to a
secret agreement for a mutual settlement after the war.

Austria is to take control in Bosnia-Hercegovina, while Russia will gain Turkish territory
in Bessarabia and Georgia.

The situation subsequently escalates to the point where Russia herself joins in Serbia's
war against Turkey from April 1877. The terms of the eventual peace settlement, agreed
at an international congress in Berlin in July 1878, include the occupation and
administration of Bosnia-Hercegovina by Austria-Hungary.

The region is to remain nominally part of the Ottoman empire. This has advantages from
the Austrian point of view. The unruly Slavs of Bosnia-Hercegovina can be kept under
control by Austrian troops, but their number will not be added to the Slav population of
Austria-Hungary - avoiding any change in an already uneasy pattern of ethnic rivalries.

BOSNIA-HERCEGOVINA: 1908-1914

S ., _sssageme . Lhe anomalous position of Bosnia-

; i verane: Hercegovina, administered  since

1878 by Austria-Hungary but part

of the Ofttoman empire, is

_ dramatically emphasized after

h-..'.'.\'; win =y Turkey's revolution of 1908. The

rowasia >~ Young Turks insist that the region

must be represented in the new

GARIA wee parliament in Istanbul. Nationalists

i=l'l-¢~““-\((l,_\|)\ in Bosnia welcome this demand,

seeing the chance of an

international forum in which to air

their grievances and undermine the
grip of Austria-Hungary.

==  GERMANY

m o

Map of Austrian Empire, 1914 (Source: Wikipedia).
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The Austrian response is brisk. Bosnia-Hercegovina is annexed before the end of the
year. A separate constitution is provided for the provinces so that they need not be
incorporated in either of the two monarchies, Austria or Hungary.
This development, intensely unpopular in Bosnia and among Slavs in all parts of Austria-
Hungary, turns out to have repercussions very much wider than the local issue.

There is a strong indication of danger when the emperor Francis Joseph makes a state
visit to Bosnia in 1910. During it, at the formal opening of the diet, a student makes an
assassination attempt on the governor of the province. In spite of this another royal event
is planned for 1914. The archduke Francis Ferdinand, heir to the throne of Austria-
Hungary, takes part in military manoeuvres in Bosnia in June. Towards the end of the
month he visits Sarajevo with his wife.

ASSASSINATION IN SARAJEVO: 1914

Hearing that the Austrian archduke Francis Ferdinand is to visit the Bosnian capital,
Sarajevo, some young Serb nationalists lay plans to assassinate him. They have the
support of the head of Serbia's military intelligence, who is also the leader of a secret
terrorist group known as the Black Hand. He provides them with weapons and spirits
them across the border from Serbia into Bosnia.

The day of the archduke's visit, June 28, demonstrates two things - the incompetence of
the six conspirators, and the extraordinary incaution of the Austrian authorities. The visit
is taking place against the advice of the Serbian foreign ministry, which has urged that
Serb nationalism makes Sarajevo too dangerous.

On the day itself the Austrians
prove positively foolhardy. The
archduke and his wife are on their
way to the town hall when a bomb
is thrown at their car. They are
unhurt but an officer, wounded by
the blast, is taken to the local
hospital. After the official wvisit,
the archduke decides to visit the

injured man in hospital. As he
leaves the town hall, another
bomb is thrown at him but fails to
explode. In spite of this he and his wife continue through the streets in their car.

Archduke Ferdinand and his wife in Sarajevo moments before
they were assassinated (Source: The Economist).

The chauffeur, uncertain where the hospital is, takes a wrong turning and reverses. By
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sheer chance the car stops beside one of the conspirators, a 19-year old Bosnian Serb
student, Gavrilo Princip.

Princip draws a pistol and fires twice at the car. The two shots mortally wound the
archduke and his wife. This disaster, depriving the aged Austrian emperor of his heir, is
interpreted in Vienna as a conspiracy by the Serbian government. In fact Serbia's rulers
are bitterly opposed to the activities of the Black Hand. And the Serbian prime minister,
hearing of a possible plot at Sarajevo, has even sent a veiled warning to the Austrian
authorities - too veiled and of no avalil, as it turns out.

Over the next five weeks this bungled and accidental sequence of events becomes the
flashpoint for Europe's most destructive war.

WAR IN THE EAST: 1914

Russia mobilizes rapidly in August 1914, in an attempt to relieve the German pressure on
France. As a result early gains are made, with Russian armies advancing into east Prussia
and into Galicia (the northeast corner of Austria-Hungary). This move has the desired
short-term effect, causing the Germans to withdraw four divisions from Belgium for the
eastern front. But events soon suggest that Russia has entered the field unprepared.
Disaste